2. Munk P, Burhenne LW, Buffam FV, Nugent RA, Lin DT. main indication for insertion of these stents is NLD obstruction, especially at the junction between the lacrimal sac and NLD or at the NLD. This procedure is also used as primary management of NLD obstruction before DCR. NLD stents are considered a safe and non invasive alternative to DCR with a relatively good success rate of patency. In a recent study 2 a high 93% success rate of insertion and 88% success rate of patency was reported in a mean follow-up period of 7 months.
Blockage of the stent has been reported as the most frequent cause for failure. 3 , 4 Song's group reviewed 571
cases of stent insertion, of which 142 were removed because of obstruction?
Although polyurethane stent insertion is a fast, safe and reversible procedure, these stents are also prone to migration into the throat. This complication has not previously been reported and could potentially be a very serious hazard with regard to upper respiratory tract obstruction of patients who are predominantly elderly. It is therefore important to be aware of such an unusual complication and patients should be warned about it.
